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Deen s a reaſonable Being 3 the Sub⸗ 


ject of a free — 1 am loſt in 


17 Pleaſure and Admiration, When 


I obſerve the greateſt and beſt of Princes, 
(ſo juſtly ſtiled the Father of his People,) 


ſupported by brave and loyal Subjects, and 
aſſiſted by a truely Patriot Miniſtry, ex- 


certing his Princely Abilities, -to ſecure to 


his People their Freedom and Independancy, 8 


whilſt many other ſovereign Princes and 
States employ all their Art and Influence, 
baſely to extirpate the little Remains of 
Liberty, that ſtill ſubſiſts * hour 
poor deluded Subjects. 

I was led into theſe Thoughts by con- 


ſidering the many wiſe and ſalutary Laws 
lately paſſed by the legiſlative Power for the 


Relief of Seamen, as well as the Pro viſion 


„ now 


* 


121 
now made for the more regular Payment of 
thoſe employed in the King's-Service, and 
the appointment of new Commiſſioners for 
thatPurpoſe; and likewiſe the Bounties dai- 
| ly offered by his Majeſty, to encourage thoſe 
uſeful Men, the very Bulwark of our Re- 
ligion and our Liberty, to enter freely and 
voluntarily into the King's Service. What 
more than this can tend-to the Preſer- 
vation of our religious and civil Rights, 
againſt the unjuſt Encroachments of our 
baſe and perfidions Neighbours, whoſe 
thirſt of Power, (which on every Occaſion 
they have notoriouſly diſcovered) is but too 
obvious to all Europe. And altho' divine 
Providence has not hitherto ſuffered them 
to carry their pernicious Schemes into 
execution againſt us, at leaſt not at all 
adequate totheir ſanguine Hopes and wiſh d 
for Purpoſes: Vet, as Seneca very juſtly 
obſerves, while we hope for the beſt we ſhould 
provide for the worſt, And though Pro- 
vidence has ſo remarkably blefſed his 
Majeſty's Arms with Succeſs, in every 


Quarter of the World, * * particularly in 
Ane- 


* Takin RF and Quebec i in 3 ; ay 
—— of Goree and Senegal, on the Coaſts of Africa; 
erburg, &c. in France; making a Nabob in the Eaſt 
Indies; and taking Guadalupe, &c. in the Weſt Indies. 


tek © 
Ame rica. under the brave and prudent Gene- 


ral Amberſt, and Admiral Boſcawen, and that 


euer to be lamented General, whodied in the 


midſt of Conqueſt; yet it is good Advice 
the Apoſtle gives us, Let hum that flandeth 
tale beed kji he fall, and how can we point 
out a better Methodof ſtanding our Ground, 
and defending our Religion and our Coun- 
try, than by encreaſingour Marine Strength, 
and in protecting that material Branch of 

it the Sailors, in their Rights and Privi- 

ledges, their Freedom and Liberties. 

Iuhis naturally leads me into a Conſi- 

deration of that Cuſtom of manning our 
Fleets by Pręſing. A Method in itſelf un- 

natural in a free Country, and productive 
of innumerable Evils; and which has no- 
thing but a barbarous Cuſtom to recom- 
mend it, unleſs we chuſe to call into its Aid: 
the Word Necęſſity, and plead it has no Law. 
This Practice is ſurely a heavy Grievance, 


and calls loudly for Redreſs! and though it 


is ſo generally complained of, yet no ef- 
fectual Attemps have hitherto been made 
to remove it. 

I have been infatmesd, and I think. with - 
good Authority, that, at leaſt in ſome Places, 
it coſts the Government in Tenders, Preſs- 
Gangs, Gratuities, Regulating n &c. 
B 2 above 
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[4]. | 
above thirty Pounds for every Sailor thus | | 
forced into his Majeſty's Service; a moſt 


enormous Sum indeed! ſurely half that E 
Money, or one third Part of it, paid by  _ 


way of Bounty, together with the Regu- 
lations lately made for the better Payment 
of Seamen's Wages, would be a ſufficient in- 
ducement for thoſe dauntleſs Sons of Nep- 


tune to enter freely and voluntarily into his 


Majeſty's Service, and boldly fight the 
Enemies of their Country, in defence of 
their Wives and Children, their Lives and 
Properties; numberleſs would be the Ad- 
vantages accruing from this wiſh'd for 
Method of maning our Fleets, too ob- 


_ vious to be particularly noticed; but give 
me leave to mention two or three of them. 


And Firſt, By this Means the Govern- 
ment would ſecure to itſelf the beſt 
and braveſt of our Seamen, many of whom 
would undoubtedly fight from Principle, 


and as the common Adage has it, One 


Volunteer is worth two preſs d Men. | 
Secondly, It might prevent their enterin g 
into foreign Service, as well as the great In- 
convenience which muſt neceſſarily accrue 
to the State and the Merchant, in their be- 
ing en while they are ſkulking 


* 


1 


- my [8] 

about and hiding themſelves in Holes and 

Corners for fear of being preſs'd. * 

Thirdly, We may reaſonably ſuppoſe 

when the King is ſupplyed with a ſufficient 
Number of Men, the Merchant will be 
| able to procure the reſt on eaſier, if not 
better Terms, beſides the great Advantage 
of ſaving the Lives of many of his Majeſty's 
Subjects, who, by variety of Accidents at- 
tending this pernicious Practice, oftentimes 

fall a Sacrifice to it. 
If at the begining * a War, the Juſtices 
of Peace, and Commiſſioners of the Land- 
Tax, and Conſtables, would be more vigi- 
lant in impreſſing able Vagrants, and 
Beggars, and ſuch others who have no viſi- 


ble Way of getting their Livelihood, but 


really live like the Drone on the Induſtry of 


| others, and commit many Kinds of Diſor- 


ders, ſuch as pilfering, ſtealing, &c. I 
. ſhould not doubt but in a little time they 
would be made very uſeful on Board of 
Ships. Theſe People have in ſome de- 
gree forfeited their Liberty and the Right 
they would otherwiſe be intitled to, of the 
Protection of the Laws, as it is an undoubt- 
ed Maxim in all States and Governments, 
that every Member of it ſhould contribute 
B 3 ſome- 


of coarſe brown Bread; upon which, with 


1 

ſomething towards their Support and the 
Good and Happineſs of the Whole; for ſince 
we are commanded to get our Bread by the 
Sweat of our Brow, (and a very old Com- 
mand it is) what right has any one to be 
idle? It is almoſt inconceivable the vaſt 
Numbers there are of this Sort, in the 
Kingdom, particularly in and about this 
Metropolis, to the great and immenſe Loſe 
of the Community, as well as Scandal to the 
Government ; theſe idle Wretches eating 
up the Bread of the induſtrous Poor, who 
being the moſt uſeful part of every Society, 
endeavour honeſtly to maintain themſelves 
with great Labour and Toil, ſome of whom, 
as I am well affur'd in the diſtant Parts of 
this Kingdom, were not- able with -all 
their Pains and Care, in the late Scarcity, 
to earn more then ſufficient to procure for 
themſelves and Families a proper Quantity 


the bare Element of Water, _ were 
forced to live. | 
When we conſider this Maxim : That 
the Riches of a Prince, conſiſt more in the 
Multitude of his Subjects than the Extent 
of his Dominions, it muſt undoubtedly be 
underſtood of Subjects uſefully employed, 


{ for 
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for otherwiſe they are a Burden to the 
State. It is amazing that the Government 
has never in good earneſt ſet about a 
Work of this great Importance: I mean, to 
| oblige every Perſon, who is capable, to do 
ſomething towards his Support, either in 
Agriculture, as we have ſuch vaſt Quantities 
of waſte Land, or in ' Manufactures : 
This would in time greatly increaſe our 
Strength and Riches, at the ſame time that 
It would add to the real and folid Happineſs 
of that Part of the Community, who are 


| obliged to be ſo employed; as common 


Obſervation will teach us, that the Lower 
_ claſs of People, who get their Livelihood | 
by honeſt Labour and Induſtry, are more 
robuſt and healthy, and conſequently more 
happy, then the idle Vagrant who indo- 
lently lives a prey to Filth and Naſtineſs; 
which is generally the caſe of common Beg- 
gers, who by wand ring about in this Man- 
ner, half ſtarv'd and half naked, are an Of- 
fence to Humanity, and muſt give Pain to 
the modeſt and better Sort of People. 
The Author of a well known Work 


on the Subject of Preſſing, ſays, if my 


DIY” does not fail me, this Prac- 
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55 tice IAG cata by the- cammion Law "Nook 
of the Land, if, ſays he, I rightly under- 
| ſtand the Diſtinction between the common 
and flatute Law; in the. abſolute Neceſſi- 
ty of the Caſe, as upon. any Emergency, and 
on all Occaſions, the Good of the Whole 
muſt be prefer d to a Part. Another Reaſon 

which this Gentleman offers to the Public, 
for the continuance of the Practice is, that it 
ſeems in ſome Degree juſtified by many ex- 


cluſive Rights and Privileges being granted, 
(ſuch as Exemption from being preſſed 


after a certain Time) to People who ſhall 
voluntarily initiate themſelves into the Sea 


Service, by immemorial Uſage, not con- 


1: tradicted by Statutes; and by Tempo- 
rary Acts of the 16th, and 17th, of 


Charles the Firſt, to authoriſe Preſſing. 


being thought a neceſſary Aid to the 
Perogative: This judicious: Author fays 


farther, it muſt be a leſs Hardſhip for Ma- 
riners to be impreſs'd, wheneyer the Pub- 
lic ſafety requires it, as they are Perſons 
who have freely and voluntary choſen 


a Seafaring Life, and whom Education 


and Employment have fitted for the Sea 


Service; in the ſame Manner that the 
9 has a Right to — perſonal ; 


Service 


ek 


Service of every Man able to bear Arms; 
in . Caſe of a ſudden Invaſion or for- 
midable Inſurrection; the Right being 
founded in both Caſes on the ſame Princi- 
ple, vis. The Neceſſity of the Caſe, and 


8 Preſervation of the whole. It is an im- 


portant Conſideration, ſays he, whether the 
only Method which has hitherto been 
found to anſwer the Purpoſe be right or 
not, as it has been of long Continuance, 
&c. Theſe are Reaſons ſtrong and 
weighty, no doubt, and unanſwerable for 
continuing the Practice, till ſome other 
Method more ſalutary and juſtifiable can be 
found out; but after all that can be ſaid in 
this Matter, and when the Subject is in- 
tirely exhauſted, Men will not be talk d nor 
wrote out of common Senſe, but will ſtill 
think themſelves able to judge of the 
Reaſonableneſs and Fitneſs of Things; and 
were there a thouſand Statutes to conſtitute 
the Lawfulneſs arid Legality. of a Practice 
ſo univerſally complain d of, it would 
never preyail on ſenũble People to think it 
a right Meaſure, if any other could be found 
to anſwer the Purpoſe better; but if we 
ſhould continue an PR Cuſtom, for 
: 3 . Gods 
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God's Sake let us, in the mean time, try every 


Scheme that has the leaſt Appearance of 


Succeſs ; provided it is not attended with 
too great an Expence, or Inconvenience, and 
what can be the Inconvenience of paying a 
higher Bounty to Seamen“, when it will 


moſt probably ſave much greater Sums ex- 
pended by the preſent en a8 bebte | 


taken notice of. FFT" 43 ©] D, 
The Method which a has in Hollahd, 

Ke of obliging every Captain of a Man 

of War, to victual and man his own Ship, 


(for they ſay there, a Commander does 


not deſerve a Ship if he cannot man her) 
might poſſibly be worthy the Conſideration 


of thoſe at the Helm; and whether the re- 


quiring our Commanders to give Security 


for the faithful Diſcharge of their Duty, 
at the ſame Time, giving them Directions 
to ſupply the Men a little oft ner with freſh 


Proviſions when convenient, would not pre- 
vent in a great Meaſure the groſs and ſean- 
dalous Impoſitions in manypublic Contracts, 
Which are too frequent and notorious to be 

Ee 


Since the writing of the 1 
with no ſmall Pleaſure, the additional Bounty his Majeſty 
has been pleaſs d to offer, and if attended with Suc- 

ceſs, we may preſume it will be thought _ to 
increaſe it. 


[ 21 ] 5 
deny d, notwithſtanding all the Care and 
Dilligence of thoſe Gentlemen who are em- 
ploy d therein? And this Method would un- 
doubtedly be a Means to induce; the Officers 
to ſnew more Humanity and Kindneſs to 
thoſe poor Fellows, the common Sailors, and 
not treat them with that Haughtineſs and 
| Severity which now is too frequently prac- 
tic'd: In this Caſe a cruel and tyrannical 


Commander, would never get his Compli- 
ment of Men; and conſequently a. better 


would be appointed i in his Place. 
When a Ship is man'd, and lays at 
Spithead, or elſwhere; the Commander 
or Purſer ſhould have Orders to. ſupply the 
Ship with freſh Proviſions, till ſhe ſails on 
her intended Voyage; which not only would 
be a great ſaving, but ſhe would by that 
Means preſerve her preſent Stock, which 
would enable her to ſail on a ſhort Notice, 
for want of which ſhe may ſometimes be 
retarded in her Voyage, till ſhe has loſt the 
Opportunity of doing the Buſineſs intended; 
for 'tis ſuppoſs d, that freſh Proviſions pro- 
perly laid in, would not coſt the Govern- 
ment much more than half ig Money 
falt Froviſions do. 
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+146 dhe Sele bo Wall- ed _ 5 
e Proviſions; their Wages regu- e 


larly paid; ſuffer them ſometimes to 
come on Shore and ſee their Friends; 


give them Commanders who have Courage, 0 


and Humanity, (for thoſe two good Qua- 


lities generally go together) and you wil! 
always find them ready and willing to 
enter into the Service, and boldly fight for 


their King and Country: Provided their 


Pay is as good or better then Foreigners 
would pay them, and that there is not too 
great a Diſproportion between the King's 


Pay, and that of the Merchants; and here 


it might be worth while further to conſi- 


der, whether it would not be neceſſary (for 


the Advantage of the Government, as well 
as the Merchants)to limit the Wages of Sea- 


men for the Merchants Service by Act of 


Parliament; as the exorbitant Terms which 


they are obliged to compl y with in Time of 
War, muſt greatly prevent Seamen ent ring 
into his Majeſty's Service; as well as great- 
ly advance the Price of all our Imports, 
which falls heavy on the Conſumer. - 
And in reſpect to the Contracts, it may 
reaſonably be concluded, that one private 
Perſon could procure Necceſſaries for 500 
Men, on "—_ Terms then 3 or 4 Com- 
| 3 miſſioners 


1 13 1 
miſſioners can n provide for 10,000; for al- 
tho it is well known that the great Trader, 
who buys largely, will frequently lay out his 
Money to better Advantage then the ſmall 


| Dealer, yet there are in theſe, and moſt 


other Caſes, ' certain Bounds; which if 


exceeded, you neceſſarily looſe that Advan- 


tage, and the Ballance is againſt you; for it 
is, I believe, pretty obvious to moſt Mer- 
chants and Traders; that if they were to 
lay under the fame Inconveniences and Ex- 
pence, which great Bodies and Companys 
are ſubject and liable to, the Gazette 
would 1 ſoon fill'd with Bankrupts. " 

It may be preſum'd, the Foundling Hoſ- 
pital will in Time furniſh the State, with 
many uſeful Hands fit for the Sea Service; 
and I ſhould think, the Charity Schools 

might be made more conducive to this 
End ; for if the Children educated in thoſe: 
Seminaries, were taught Navigation, and 
properly encouraged to engage in any kind 


of Water, or ſeafaring Buſineſs, it might in 


ſome Degree anſwer the Purpoſe, eſpecially 

in ſuch of the Schools as are fituated in 
Mains Towns, and where there is any 
conſiderable Buſineſs carried on by Water. 


This naturally gives their Minds a turn to- 5 55 1 | ; 


wards ſuch a Kind of _—__ and perhaps it 
might | 


„ 1141 
might not be amiſs to eftabliſh ſuch 


Nurſeries of Youth in Sea- port Towns ; 
however, theſe are but looſe Hints, and 
diſtant Kind of Sketches, and perhaps 
not eaſily carried into Execution; but if 
every Boy brought up in a Charity School, 
was inured to ſome uſeful laborious, or 
| handicraft Employment, it would undoubt - 
edly give him a Reliſh for Buſineſs in 
his riper Vears, at the ſame Time that 
it would greatly contribute to his being 
more robuſt, ſtrong, and healthy, and con- 
ſequently, to his Increaſe of Happineſs, 
Mr. Fielding's Scheme is undoubtedly 
an excellent one, and productive of many 
and great Advantages, and it is to be wiſhed 
was more univerſal, and that ſome Method 
could be found out, conſiſtent with our 
Liberty, and our Laws, to bring in - thoſe 
little Wanderers who are, to the great 
Scandal of the Nation, ſhamefully carried 
about by their real or pretended Parents; 
almoſt deftroyed by Vermin, Filth, and 
Idleneſs; which lead to Pilferin 8 Robbe- 
ries, and the Gallows. 
If this Matter was carefully look'd into 
by the Officers of each reſpective Pariſh, 
and by the Beadles, &c. of every City 


1157 


and great Town, it might poſſibly be a 
Means of preventing that moſt evil and 
cryel Practice of robbing Parents of that 
which, of all their Poſſefſions, is the moſt 
dear to them, their Children; and Who 


knows what the Force of ill Habits, bad 


i Examples, and wicked Precepts even of 
ſuch Children who are born of valuable 


Parents, may do, as we too well know bad 
Examples have been attended with the worſt 
of Conſequences, even to Perſons of riper 
Vears. If all the Beggars of the Kingdom 
who are able were obliged to work, it would 
be an immenſe Saving, and take off a great 
Burden from the Shoulders of the Public, 


as they are not only the Peſt of Society, 


but a great Charge on the Community, while 
they do nothing towards their Support | 


and Maintenance. _ 


There is one Circumſtance 1 in the Prac- 


tice. of Preſſing, which to me appears to 


carry with it an uncommon Degree of Im- 


| propriety, eſpecially as. it is attended with 


the greateſt Hazard and Trouble; and that i is, 
the impreſſing Men belonging to Privateers, 
who, as Experience ſhews us, (particularly 


ol the preſent War) are ſo greatly ſervice- 
. _ ablein diſtreſſing and annoying the Enemy, 


and 


n 


e in ſome Reſpects, even more fo that 
the Men of War themſelves ; whereas the | 

latter are maintained at an immenſe. Ex- 
pence to the State, and the whole Expence 
of the former by private Perſons; and 
many times to their great Tome and Ad- 
vantage. 

I acknowledge myſelf being g en a 
in Trade, to have neither Time nor Capa- 
city to handle this important Subject as it 
deſerves to be treated; but whilſt I have 
the Happineſs to live in a free Country, 
under a mild and good Government, and 

have but the ſmalleſt Share of Riches and 

common Senſe ; I ſhall think it a Duty 


I owe the Community to throw my Mite 


into the Treaſury, by giving a ſeaſonable 
Hint, or drawing my Purſe for the Service 


of my King and Country, on every good and 1 


laudable Occaſion: Though few of us are 
born rich or great, to poſſeſs the Wiſdom 
of a Solomon, or to enjoy the Benefits of 
large Poſſeſſions; yet we are all capable 
0 giving our Thoughts to the Public, 
at leaſt in the homely Dreſs we conceiv'd 
them; for myſelf I happily poſſeſs and 
freely enjoy ſome little Property in Land 
and Trade, and I flatter myſelf I could 
part 


. 

part with one fifth of it as freely as any 
Subject in the three Kingdoms; nay one 
fourth, or even one third Part of it, if the 
Neceſſity of the State required it, rather 
than Conſent, my honeſt, induſtrious 
fellow Subjects ſhould be deprived of their 
Liberty, ſo dear to all wiſe and brave 
Men; and torn from their Freinds, their 
Wives and Children, by a lawleſs Preſs- 
Gang. And as the Advantages are many 
and great which would accrue from this 
wiſh'd for Method of - manning our 
Fleets, by giving a larger Bounty, &c. 
So on the contrary, innumerable are 
the Miſchiefs cauſed by this pernicious 
Practice, which tends to enervate and 
enfeeble theſe brave Men fo juſtly 
deem'd our beſt Defence, depreſſing and 
lowering - their Spirits and Vigour, and 
making them leſs vigilant and active in 
their Duty and Service. In Times of 
great and imminent Danger, at the breaking 
out of a War, when we are threatened ' 
with Invaſions, &c. and have not a ſuffi- 
cient Number of Ships ready to defend 
our Coaſts; there may be ſome Reaſon, I 
ſhould rather have faid-a Neceſſity, for 
having recourſe to this Practice; but 
C : ſurely 
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ſurely no good Reaſon can be given for it 
at any other Time: Let us then conſider 
whether it is not our Intereſt, and a Duty 


we awe to ourſelves and our Country, to 


make 2 proper and ſuitable Repreſentation 
to our Superiors, that the beforementioned, 
or ſome other * Method may be applied 
to prevent in future this unlawful Practice; 


and when ſhall we have a more likely Time 


to ſucceed in this good and ſalutary Work 
than the Time preſent, while we have a 
good and gracious Prince on the Throne, 
a truely wiſe and faithful Miniſter, and a 
Parliament willing and able to redreſs 
every Grievance of the Subjects, and while 
we enjoy, (which may we very long and 
happily do) that glorious Unanimity be- 
tween the Prince, the Miniſter and the 
People to the Happineſs of ourſelves and 
the Terror of our Enemies. 

A Gratuity of 40 or 50s. per Ae to be paid 
them in Time of Peace, or to their Wives or Repreſenta- 
tives, in caſe of their Deaths, might perhaps be a proper 


Encouragement to prevail on them to enter more chear- 
fully i into his Majeſty's Service. 
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